Law Enforcement Information Sheet
Additional information may be found on the program website
http://nmhealth.org/about/mcp/svcs/
Please refer to the NMAC 7.34.3 & 7.34.4

Qualified Patients and Primary Caregivers carry New Mexico Department of Health (DOH) issued
registry Identification Cards (ID). Licensed Non-Profit producers, couriers, manufacturers, and
testing facilities all carry specific cards. To verify that a card or license is valid and in good
standing, please call 505-231-6740 anytime. This number is for New Mexico Law Enforcement
only. If you need assistance during business hours you may also call the Medical Cannabis
Program (MCP) at 505-827-2321.
Adequate Supply and Possession
Qualified Patients are allowed to possess up to approximately 8 ounces (230 units) of usable
cannabis. Primary Caregivers may transport up to this amount for each patient listed on the
Caregiver ID card. If an exception to the 8 ounce limit is granted, it is noted on the back of the
Patient ID card (See the definition regarding adequate supply in NMAC 7.34.3.9 below). A
qualified patient shall ensure cannabis is kept out of the reach of children.
7.34.3.13 POSSESSION OF USABLE CANNABIS:
A. A qualified patient or primary caregiver shall ensure that that all cannabis, cannabis-derived products,
and paraphernalia are kept secure and out of reach of children.
B. A qualified patient and primary caregiver shall ensure that all cannabis and cannabis-derived products
that are purchased from a licensed non-profit producer remain in the package or container provided by the
non-profit entity when not in use. If the package or container is damaged, the product label and any other
identifying information from the package or container shall be kept and remain with the cannabis or
cannabis-derived product upon transfer to another package or container.
C. A qualified patient or primary caregiver may transfer cannabis and cannabis derived products to an
approved laboratory for testing purposes.
[7.34.3.13 NMAC - N, 2/27/2015]
7.34.3.9 QUANTITY OF USABLE CANNABIS THAT MAY BE POSSESSED BY A QUALIFIED
PATIENT OR PRIMARY CAREGIVER:
A. Maximum quantity: A qualified patient and a qualified patient’s primary caregiver may collectively
possess within any three-month period a quantity of usable cannabis no greater than 230 total units. For
purposes of department rules, this quantity is deemed an adequate supply. (For ease of reference: 230
units is equivalent to 230 grams, or approximately eight ounces, of dried usable cannabis plant material.) A
qualified patient and primary caregiver may also possess cannabis seeds.
B. Calculation of units: For purposes of department rules, one unit of usable cannabis shall consist of one
gram of the dried leaves and flowers of the female cannabis plant, or 0.2 grams (200 milligrams) of THC
for cannabis-derived products.
C. Maximum THC content of concentrates: A qualified patient or primary caregiver shall not possess a
concentrated cannabis-derived product that contains greater than seventy percent (70%) THC by weight.
D. Medical exception: A greater quantity of usable cannabis, not to exceed 115 additional units, may be
allowed, and a concentrated cannabis-derived product with THC content greater than seventy percent
(70%) by weight may be allowed, at the department’s discretion, upon the submission of a statement by a
medical practitioner explaining why a greater number of units of usable cannabis, or a higher concentration

of THC in concentrated cannabis-derived product, is medically necessary. Any such allowance shall be
reviewed for approval by the program’s medical director.
[7.34.3.9 NMAC - N, 2/27/2015]

Personal Production License
Qualified Patients may apply for a license to grow their own supply of medical cannabis. The
license should be posted or kept near the growing area. A Personal Production License (PPL)
allows Patients to have 4 mature plants and 12 seedlings at any given time. The definitions for
mature and seedling plants are as follows:
• Mature plant – A harvestable female cannabis plant that is flowering.
• Seedling – A cannabis plant that has no flowers.
7.34.4.18 QUALIFIED PERSONAL PRODUCTION APPLICATION AND LICENSURE
REQUIREMENTS:
A. A qualified patient may apply for a personal production license to produce medical cannabis solely for
the qualified patient’s own use.
B. A qualified patient may obtain no more than one personal production license, which license may be
issued for production to occur either indoors or outdoors in no more than one single location, which shall
be either the patient’s primary residence or other property owned by the patient.
C. No more than two personal production licenses may be issued for a given location, with proof that a
second registered patient currently resides at the location. Multiple personal production licenses may not
be issued for non-residential locations.
7.34.3.19 DISPOSAL OF UNUSED CANNABIS: Unused cannabis, concentrate, or cannabis-derived
product in the possession of a qualified patient or primary caregiver that is no longer needed for the
patient’s needs may be disposed of by transporting the unused portion to a state or local law enforcement
office, or by destroying the unused cannabis. Transfer to a qualified patient, primary caregiver, or
nonprofit entity is prohibited.
[7.34.3.19 NMAC - Rp, 7.34.3.17 NMAC, 2/27/2015]

Limitations and Restrictions
Qualified patients must follow all other state rules and regulations. Qualified patients can only
purchase or grow product for their own medicinal use. Product is not to be shared or transferred
between qualified patients. Extra product is to be destroyed as stated in NMAC 7.34.3.19.
7.34.3.15 PROHIBITIONS, RESTRICTIONS AND LIMITATIONS ON THE USE OF CANNABIS
BY QUALIFIED PATIENTS: Participation in the medical cannabis program by a qualified patient or
primary caregiver does not relieve the qualified patient or primary caregiver from:
A. criminal prosecution or civil penalties for activities not authorized in this rule and act;
B. criminal prosecution or civil penalties for fraudulent representation to a law enforcement officer about
the person’s participation in the program to avoid arrest or prosecution;
C. liability for damages or criminal prosecution arising out of the operation of a vehicle while under the
influence of cannabis or cannabis-derived products; or
D. criminal prosecution or civil penalty for possession, distribution, transfer, or use of cannabis or a
cannabis-derived product:
(1) in a school bus or public vehicle;
(2) on school grounds or property;
(3) in the workplace of the qualified patient's or primary caregiver's employment;
(4) at a public park, recreation center, youth center, or other public place;
(5) to a person not approved by the department pursuant to this rule;
(6) outside New Mexico or attempts to obtain or transport cannabis, or cannabis-derived products
from outside New Mexico; or
(7) that exceeds the allotted amount of usable medical cannabis, or cannabis-derived products.
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[7.34.3.15 NMAC - Rp, 7.34.3.13 NMAC, 2/27/2015]

Protection and exemptions
Qualified patients can possess product and paraphernalia in their vehicles if necessary.
7.34.3.17 EXEMPTION FROM STATE CRIMINAL AND CIVIL PENALTIES FOR THE
MEDICAL USE OF CANNABIS:
A. Possession of, or application for, a registry identification card shall not constitute probable cause or give
rise to reasonable suspicion for any governmental agency to search the person or property of the person
possessing or applying for the card.
B. A qualified patient shall not be subject to arrest, prosecution, or penalty in any manner by the state of
New Mexico or a political subdivision thereof for the possession of or the use of medical cannabis if the
quantity of cannabis, concentrates, or cannabis-derived products does not exceed an adequate supply as
defined by rule.
C. A primary caregiver shall not be subject to arrest, prosecution, or penalty in any manner for the
possession of cannabis by the state of New Mexico, or a political subdivision thereof, for the medical use
by the qualified patient if the quantity of cannabis, concentrates, or cannabis-derived products does not
exceed an adequate supply as defined by rule.
D. A qualified patient or a primary caregiver shall be granted the full legal protections provided under the
Lynn and Erin Compassionate Use Act, Section 26-2B-1 et seq., NMSA 1978, by the state of New Mexico
if the qualified patient or primary caregiver is in possession of a valid registry identification card. If the
qualified patient or primary caregiver is not in possession of a valid registry identification card, the
qualified patient or primary caregiver shall be given an opportunity to produce the registry identification
card before any arrest, or criminal charges, or other penalties are initiated.
E. A practitioner shall not be subject to arrest or prosecution, penalized in any manner, or denied any right
or privilege by the state of New Mexico, or political subdivision thereof, for recommending the medical use
of cannabis, or providing written certification for the medical use of cannabis pursuant to this rule and the
act.
F. Any property interest that is possessed, owned, or used in connection with the medical use of cannabis,
or acts incidental to such use, shall not be harmed, neglected, injured, or destroyed while in the possession
of New Mexico state or local law enforcement officials. Any such property interest shall not be forfeited
under any New Mexico state or local law providing for the forfeiture of property except as provided in the
Forfeiture Act. Cannabis, cannabis-derived products, paraphernalia, or other property seized from a
qualified patient or primary caregiver in connection with the claimed medical use of cannabis shall be
returned immediately upon the determination by a court or prosecutor that the qualified patient or primary
caregiver is entitled to the protections of the provisions of this rule and the act, as may be evidenced by a
failure to actively investigate the case, a decision not to prosecute, the dismissal of charges, or acquittal.
G. A person shall not be subject to arrest or prosecution by the state of New Mexico, or political
subdivision thereof, for a cannabis-related offense for being in the presence of the medical use of cannabis
as permitted under the provisions of this rule and the act.
[7.34.3.17 NMAC - Rp, 7.34.3.15 NMAC, 2/27/2015]

Licensed Non-Profit Producers (LNPP) may grow no more than 450 total plants; including mature,
seedlings, cuttings and clones and usable cannabis in the form of plant material, resins, compounds,
salts and mixtures or preparations.
• Employees and volunteers of the LNPP’s should have their cards on them at all times when
handling or transporting medical cannabis products. The rules and regulations regarding
possession and transportation apply to Qualified Patients, Primary Caregivers and Licensed
Non-Profit Producers.

Approved manufacturers, testing facilities, and couriers may be in possession of product
pursuant to the NMAC 7.34.4. Employees should have their cards on them at all times when
handling or transporting medical cannabis products.
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